Year 8 Summer Reading Challenge

1. Beetle Boy – M.G. Leonard
Darkus is miserable. His dad has disappeared, and now he is living next door to the most
disgusting neighbours ever. A giant beetle called Baxter comes to his rescue. But can the two
solve the mystery of his dad's disappearance?

2. Tinder – Sally Gardner
Otto Hundebiss is tired of war, but when he defies Death he walks a dangerous path. A half
beast half man gives him shoes and dice which will lead him deep into a web of dark magic
and mystery.

3. Wonder – R. J. Palacio
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice cream,
playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make other ordinary
kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go.

4. The Woman in Black – Susan Hill
Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, the
sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House, unaware of the tragic secrets which lie hidden behind
the shuttered windows. The house stands at the end of a causeway, wreathed in fog and
mystery, but it is not until he glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed all in black, at the
funeral, that a creeping sense of unease begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by the
reluctance of the locals to talk of the woman in black - and her terrible purpose

5. She is Not Invisible – Marcus Sedgwick
Laureth Peak's father is a writer. For years he's been trying, and failing, to write a novel
about coincidence. His wife thinks he's obsessed, Laureth thinks he's on the verge of a
breakdown. He's supposed to be doing research in Austria, so when his notebook shows up
in New York, Laureth knows something is wrong

6. The Wind Singer – William Nicholson
"I hate school! I hate ratings! I won't reach higher! I won't strive harder! I won't make
tomorrow better than today!" In the walled city state of Aramanth, rules are everything.
When Kestrel Hath dares to rebel, the Chief Examiner humiliates her father and sentences
the whole family to the harshest punishment. Desperate to save them, Kestrel learns the
secret of the wind singer, and she and her twin brother, Bowman, set out on a terrifying
journey to the true source of evil that grips Aramanth . .

